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us, notwithstanding our cavils at the title-page, seems to us in every 
aspect convenient and valuable. By no means heavy or clumsy, though 
a thick octavo, it is hardly inferior in utility to the quarto, from which 
it is condensed in form, rather than abridged in substance. In the 
hands of the present publishers it can hardly fail to secure extensive 
circulation and favor. 



32. — The Pioneer Boy, and How he became President. By William 
M. Thayer, Author of " The Bobbin Boy," " The Printer Boy," 
" The Poor Boy and Merchant Prince," " Working and Winning," 
" Tales from Genesis, in Two Volumes," etc. Boston : Walker, 
Wise, & Co. 1863. 24mo. pp. 310. 

This story is written especially for boys, and is accordingly obstruct- 
ed once in a while in its flow by a mass of didactic matter ; but every 
boy-reader of moderate skill knows how to skip such portions of an 
otherwise interesting book, and older readers can do the same even 
more easily. Availing ourselves of this privilege, we read the book at 
a sitting, the very evening it came into our hands, and we gladly take 
advantage of the demand for " more copy to make even work," to rec- 
ommend it to any who may be influenced by our judgment, and to aid, 
so far as we can, in the circulation of a work which, beyond its impor- 
tance as an authentic biography, has a peculiar timeliness at the present 
moment. We hardly need say that the " Pioneer Boy," whose early 
life is here portrayed, is Abraham Lincoln, and that, beyond the really 
excellent character of his parents, (neither of whom could write, while 
his father could not read,) he was wholly destitute of advantages and 
privileges of every kind, brought up in the severest poverty, in a floor- 
less log-cabin with a single apartment, and in neighborhoods where there 
was no person or object of any description to stimulate his ambition 
or even to bring within his cognizance other than the rudest forms 
of civilized life. Indeed, among the native American backwoodsmen of 
a Free State, he could hardly have had a home so utterly destitute of 
the means of mental cultivation ; but his parents belonged to the 
" white trash " of Kentucky, and it may be in the counsels of Provi- 
dence to emancipate those victims of slavery under the leadership of 
their born brother. The whole narrative of his early days conciliates 
for him our respect and confidence, while it explains and removes much 
that might otherwise convey an unfavorable impression. It is certain 
that only masterly ability, sterling integrity, and the utmost strenuous- 
ness of aim and purpose, could have led him through the successive 
stages of his elevation to the place where he now stands ; and we are 
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here permitted to see enough of the formative processes and early 
growth of his character to give us entire confidence in its steadfastness 
and purity. At the same time, deficiencies on the aesthetic side were 
certainly to have been anticipated in one who probably never sat at 
what would in civilized life be recognized as a table, till after he was 
of age. The world's annals can hardly contain a more curious and 
wonder-worthy record than we have here of "fact stranger than 
fiction." 



33. — The Institutes of Medicine. By Maettn Paine, A. M., M. D., 
LL. D., Professor of the Institutes of Medicine and Materia Medica 
in the University of the City of New York ; Corresponding Member 
of the Royal Verein fur Heilkunde in Preussen ; Corresponding 
Member of the Eoyal Medico-Chirurgical Academy of Turin ; Cor- 
responding Member of the Gesellschaft fur Natur und Heilkunde 
zu Dresden ; Member of the Medical Society of Leipsic ; of the 
Medical Society of Sweden ; of the Montreal Natural History 
Society ; and of many other Learned Societies. Seventh Edition. 
New York: Harper and Brothers. 1862. 8vo. pp.1130. 

This work covers the entire ground of physiology, pathology, and 
therapeutics, and, logical in arrangement, minute in subdivision, affluent 
in references to other books, and continually referring back or forward 
to its own pages, it constitutes an admirable syllabus of medical sci- 
ence. This were ample praise. But in addition to this, the successive 
subjects are treated by Dr. Paine with great conciseness indeed, but 
with great vigor and earnestness, with frequent originality, and in a 
style which shows that, when his opinions coincide with those of others, 
they yet are his through the independent action of his own mind. Then, 
too, if he agrees with no one else, he is uniformly consistent with him- 
self, his conclusions following legitimately from his premises, and 
his views on allied departments of science or art bearing tokens that 
they belong to the same system, and rest on parity of reason. The 
work must have been largely useful to have reached the seventh 
edition, which we find, from the Preface, is the result of the fourth 
revision and partial reconstruction by the author. 



